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Preface to the second edition

Eighteen years have passed since the publication of the first
edition of the expansion of Islam in Library of Congress
Classification (1979). The expansion has been widely used in the
National Library of Iran as well as other libraries. The comments and
suggestions that were received in relation to additions and changes in
the expansion during the past years led to the revision of the
expansion and the present edition. In this new edition, all changes and
additions have been included, notably in the fields of Koran and its
parts, and Nahjolbalagheh. Beside that the subjects in which the
texts were classified according to the dates of death have been
arranged in the alphabetic order in each century in order to make it
more useful and easy to use. The National Library would like to ask
all users and classifiers to send their comments to the Library for
future edition.

National Library
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
1997
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guidance from librarians and Islamic studies authorities, we hope to
eliminate errors and omissions. We must also add that although this
classification is based on the rules and standards of LC, since the
general design and interdivisions of it have been derived from
traditional Islamic sciences, it may be used in all circumstances and,
if in future it is decided to construct a classification of Islamic
religious sciences based on a different system (other than LC), it will
be quite possible to use this classification with some changes and
modifications.

An introduction dealing with the birth and evolution of religious
sciences, their classification, and the concise history of each has been
written which is presented in its entirety at the beginning of this
classification (The revision of the introduction was put off so as not
to delay publication). This brief introduction has been written in
summary form and many points of argument have been only briefly
touched on. However, since this introduction has basically been
written to explain the classification, and not as a new survey of the
history of religious sciences and the resolution of their historical
problems, it would perhaps bring about some awareness of the
progress of religious sciences.

In preparing and completion of this classification, apart from Ms.
Poori Soltani who continuously cooperated in the construction and
development of is project as well as supervising all the work
concerning classification skills and library science principles, other
colleagues at TEBROC, especially Miss Mandana Sadiq-Behzadi,
Mr. Kamran Fani, Mr. Farhad Vaziri, and in particular, Mr.
Hoseyn Shahedi-Razavi, have participated in many phases of the
project, including the compilation of the index. Dr. Abii al-Niir has
been kind enough to review and criticise the elementary design and
his valuable suggestions have helped to raise the standard of our
classification. Mr. Nasrollah al-Tarazi and other librarians of
Egypt’s Dar al-Kutub and staff of Mashhad University Library
helped us in the search for sources and references. We now wish to
express our thanks and gratefulness to them all, and also to those who

have reviewed sections of this project and have made suggestions to
improve it.

Ahmad Taheri Eraqi
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particularly because no classification of Islamic religious sciences
based upon the LC system had previously been written in any Islamic
country.

Our policy in developing our classification involved adhering to
the rules and standards of the Library of Congress while maintaining
traditional methods of classification by Muslim scholars to suit the
existing books in religious studies. Hence, an elementary design was
first produced, on the basis of which the works at the library of the
Faculty of Theology of Mashhad University were catalogued and
classified in order to discover the inadequacies of our design. In
addition, while cataloguing the books at TEBROC, the design was
put to the test and gradually many alterations were introduced. As we
intended from the start that this classification should be applicable
not only in Iran but also in all Islamic nations and centres of Islamic
studies, it was imperative to take into account the problems of
different sects and branches of Islam and the existing books in each.
To this end, it was deemed necessary to visit some libraries in Islamic
countries and to consult their library science experts. In 1973, the
collections of Egypt's Dar-al-Kutub and the library of Cairo
University were briefly researched and consultations took place with
some Egyptian library science authorities including Dr Abd al-
Wahhab Abt al-Nir, professor of library science at Cairo University,
who was at the time involved in compiling and publishing a
bibliographical classification of the Islamic religious sciences, which
was most useful in making the first series of additions and
modifications to our design. Since our classification is uniformly
applicable to and can accommodate the works in all sects and
branches of Islam, some Egyptian library science experts agreed to
use it at their libraries, provided that the approval of The Library of
congress was obtained, and expressed hope that all libraries in
Islamic countries would in future use the same classification in the
area of Islamic studies, language, literature, and history.

For various reasons, the publication and dissemination of our
classification was delayed, but in the meantime, while using it at
TEBROC, some modifications took place and new entries were
added. However, we cannot claim that it has reached perfection and
we admit its inadequacies. Developing a perfect classification is a
difficult procedure and only in practice can one really discover faults
and deficiencies, and gradually attempt to correct them So, with
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In Middle Eastern countries, new systems of classification have
been introduced in libraries for around 50 years and, from the very
beginning, the need to modify and supplement these systems was felt.
Those who translated the Dewey Decimal classification made slight
changes in the case of Islam, language, literature, and history (The
first person to do so was apparently Yasuf Daghir from Lebanon).
But these modifications and additions were too limited to compensate
for all the inadequacies and the need to develop the sections on Islam,
literature, language, and history remained unmet. In the last two
decades with the teaching of library science at universities, and the
setting-up of cataloguing and science research centers in Iran and
some Arab countries (such as Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq) a new
order came into libraries and interest mounted in cataloguing and
classification techniques; thus, new efforts began to eliminate the
deficiencies of Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress (L.C.)
classifications.

Dewey and LC classifications which are widely used in most
libraries around the world, have been in use in Iran for a long time,
also. But both contain omissions and errors in the areas of Islam,
Persian language, literature, and the history of Iran, which cannot be
remedied by small modifications or by the addition of supplements.
Since its establishment, the Tehran Book Processing Centre
(TEBROC) has attempted to survey each subject-specific to Iran and
the Islamic world separately, and to develop classifications along the
lines of the Dewey and LC systems in such a way as not only to meet
the immediate needs of Iranian libraries and those of other Islamic
countries, but also see them employed in other nations' libraries,
having obtained agreement and approval from authors and editors of
Dewey and LC. Since the Dewey system was more concise and
widely used in Iran, the projects concerning this classification were
given priority and TEBROC has so far published a number of
booklets about the classification of the Islamic religious sciences, the
Persian language and literature, based upon the Dewey system.

The project of classifying the Islamic religious sciences on the
basis of LC began in 1972. But, contrary to its Dewey counterpart,
since this classification was to be used in specialized and university
libraries, it had to be as detailed and comprehensive as to cover all
sections and problems of the religious sciences. Achieving this was
time-consuming and underwent delays, procrastination and trials
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All human knowledge and sciences may in some way be divided
two distinct categories. First are the general sciences which do not
specifically belong to a land, a people, or to a religion, such as natural
science, physics, chemistry, and biology. The second are sciences and
knowledge which are specific to a people, a nation, a tradition and a
faith, such as a religion, language, literature, and history. Library
classification systems generally contain deficiencies in the case of the
latter.

Of course, the originators of these classifications have attempted
to make their works as universal and comprehensive as to be
applicable in every library from East to West. But none even the two
most widely-employed, and often revised “Dewey” and “ Library of
Congress” classifications, to which many supplements and
appendices have been or are being added, have not reached the
desired degree of perfection, and they show omissions and errors
when applied to culture-related sciences and knowledge.

These deficiencies are unavoidable considering that these
classifications were designed to meet the limited needs of native
libraries and also that their originators had little knowledge of
sciences and specific to other cultures. Therefore, while using
universal classifications, other nations were left the task of
overcoming errors and compensating for omissions, and making
additions to suit their special needs. Many nations did so by writing
appendices and supplements to Dewey and LC classifications. Then
having accepted these additions and modifications, the originators
and their publishers included these in revised editions.
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