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Constructivism: In the late 20th century the study of international relations was increasingly
influenced by constructivism. According to this approach, the behaviour of humans is determined
by their identity, which itself is shaped by society’s values, history, practices, and institutions.
Constructivists hold that all institutions, including the state, are socially constructed, in the sense
that they reflect an “intersubjective consensus” of shared beliefs about political practice,
acceptable social behaviour, and values. In much the same way, the individual members of the
state or other unit continuously construct the reality about which policy decisions, including
decisions about war and peace and conflict and cooperation, are made.
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