Martyrdom Operation and Protecting Life, in the Five Schools of
Jurisprudence

Mahdi Javdani

Mohammad Hasan Khozaie

Abstract

Islamic scholars have paid special attention to "martyrdom operation” (Is-
tishhad) and according to the jurisprudential basis, they have stated the au-
thority and conditions of it. They, also, have considered this Jihad a valuable
type of jihad and martyrdom. Martyrdom operation is a kind of defensive
jihad that is done when there is no other way or there is a more important
interest like protecting Islam; as in "preventing loss", the evidence of protect-
ing Islam has priority, rationally, over the evidence of protecting the life. The
authority for this type of operation is issued with the necessity for it and with
the permission of a Sharia ruler. Martyrdom operation is different from sui-
cide operation against innocent people, or in other words, suicide without
religious evidence; Because the martyrdom operation is carried out with the
intention of proximity, its purpose is to preserve the Islamic regime and the
honor of Muslims, and has all jurisprudential and moral conditions whit it;
unlike suicide operation, which is carried out against religious rationality,
aims to hit Muslims, and in many cases, civilians, women, and children are
martyred; Therefore, the prohibition evidence of suicide does not include
martyrdom operations.

Keywords: Martyrdom Operation, Protect Life, Defense, Jihad.
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