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Iran's criminal policy on alternatives to the death penalty in drug-
related crimes

Mohsen Shams

Master of Criminal Law and Criminology, Islamic Azad University, Saveh Branch, Saveh, Iran

Abstract

For many years, the death penalty has been used in drug offenses in the Iranian penal system, and some drugs
have been used against criminals. This punishment has been foreseen in several cases in the Anti-Narcotics Law
approved in 1988 by the Expediency Discernment Council and the amendment of this law in 1988 and 2010.
Given the significant number of drug offenders executed and the increase in drug offenses over the years of
implementation of the law, the question arises as to whether the death penalty has served the purpose of
punishment, especially the purpose of general deterrence. The realities of the society and the official statistics
provided show the fact that the success of the death penalty in the Anti-Narcotics Law is seriously questioned
due to the increase in the incidence of these crimes in achieving the objectives of the punishments. The results of
this work show that despite the execution of several death sentences, its poor efficiency and inability to achieve
the goals of punishment, the incompatibility of this punishment with some criminal behaviors in the law and
violation of the principles governing punishment has been proven. Therefore, criminal policy has had to use

alternative punishments to achieve criminal justice and the purpose of punishment.

Keywords: Iranian criminal policy, punishment, drugs
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