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Critique and Review of the Reasons
for the Obligation Prohibition of Autopsy

on a Muslim Corpse in Imami Jurisprudence

Javad Habibitabarl

Sattar Mohammadi2
Abstract
Autopsy on a corpse has two accepted legal applications: medical and criminal. However,
due to the existence of some religious texts, it faces challenges such as the prohibition of
mutilation of the corpse, the prohibition of crime against the corpse, the prohibition of
desecration of the corpse, the prohibition of delaying the burial of the corpse, and so on.
Perhaps for this reason, some contemporary Shiite jurists have considered autopsy as
primarily prohibited and have conditioned its permissibility on necessity. The present article
attempts, using a descriptive-analytical method, to clarify after examining the reasons
whether such challenges can indeed be accepted or not. The results obtained from the
investigations indicate that none of the alleged reasons can prove the obligation prohibition
of autopsy on a Muslim corpse in general. However, due to the existence of narrations
regarding the obligation to pay blood money in cases of severing a limb of a corpse, liability
(Zeman) can be proven out of precaution.
Keywords: Autopsy, Mutilation, Punishment, Desecration of Corpse, Crime against

Corpse.
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