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Criminalization of the deliberate transmission of a disease through
organ donation or contaminated blood

Mehdi Samandari

M.A in criminal law and criminology

Abstract

From the perspective of Iran's substantive law and the special laws, there are no specific articles related to the
criminalization of a person carrying a disease through organ donation or polluted blood. Therefore, considering
the lack of such a law in the Iranian legal system, we should use the traditional titles of the criminal law because
if the conditions are met, it is possible to punish the carrier of the disease in accordance with the provisions of
Article 290 of the 2013 and Avrticles 613, 614, 669 of the 1996 Islamic Penal Code, which is based on the
jurisprudential approach and studies of the famous jurists based on the principle of action in response to a person
carrying a disease, according to which one will be liable if they consciously do an act which causes damage or
loss for somebody. The jurists have attributed this responsibility to one’s deliberate or conscious act, leading to
somebody’s death or aiding such an act, hence, it is reasonable to use the titles of the substantive criminal law in
such circumstances.

Keywords: disease, contagious disease, murder, organ donation, contaminated blood, criminalization
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