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Cosmetic Surgeries as Seen in Islamic Jurisprudence *

Abuzar Sane'ei **

Abstract

The science of plastic surgery is one of the achievements of the modern medical
science which has two branches, cosmetic surgery and reconstructive plastic surgery.
The pivotal question of this research revolves around the jurisprudential reasons for
the unlawfulness of cosmetic surgery. It has been proved, after studying and
scrutinizing all the associated arguments concerning prohibition, that cosmetic
surgery does not lead to a change in the principal human creation because the reason
for prohibition of creating a change hold good when the change is metamorphic in the
sense that when something new that is opposed to divine creation is created it would
lead to legislation in the religion. Additionally, some scholars are of the view that
cosmetic surgery is forbidden because it causes one to exit and relinquish the upright
religion. This view is uncorroborated and does not seem strong enough to challenge
the permissibility of cosmetic surgery. As well, the claim that dying or coloring the
original human being is forbidden through cosmetic surgery is also not correct
because the term “divine coloring” in the verse 138 of chapter al-Bagarah refers to
sincerity, faith and Islam which everyone is bound to follow so that no division or
schism ever takes place in the religion. Therefore, this verse does not refer to physical
change so that it could be used to prove the prohibition of cosmetic surgery .
Keywords: surgery, cosmetic, jurisprudence, unlawfulness.
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