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Abstract

Islam strongly supports and facilitates Marriage. The Dowery, which is an
integral part of the general rulings of marriage in Islam, aims at enhancing
amicability and affinity among the spouses. In principle, the dowery can be
anything that is considered to be of financial value in the Sharia, which did not
set a limit for that dowery. The Sunnah, however, urges Muslims not to amplify
the amount of the dowery, especially if it reaches the levels of excessive
increase and extravagance. Hence, the Governor should exercise his legal
authority to impose a dowery cap in the case that the increase got to levels that
would deter people away from getting married, or if it would seriously
influence the average age for marriage. This limit or cap the Governor imposes
has to be in accordance with the people’s acceptable general custom, and should
be carried out within a framework of other practical means that would achieve
the desired goals in a comprehensive and integrated manner.
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