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The juristic provisions of fertilized cryopreserved
oocytes

(A comparative juristic study)
Amany Gad Ahmed Gad Al-Kareem
Department of Comparative Jurisprudence, Islamic
Faculty of Girls, Al-Azhar University, Assiut- Egypt
E-mail: dramany.gad77@yahoo.com
Abstract:
The concept of fertilized oocyte cryopreservation is
the process of fertilizing female ovum in vitro, then
stored in special refrigerators at specific
temperatures and in certain fluids that preserve its
life so that it doesn't grow till demanded. At the
required time, it is revived and restored to the same
living state. The term embryo is given to an unborn
offspring in the process of development. Accordingly,
the cryopreserved oocytes are called fertilized
cryopreserved oocytes. Cryopreservation should take
place only for a specified period of time. Storage time
of fertilized cryopreserved oocytes should not be
unlimited. In other words, cryopreservation of
oocytes is permissible, however it has some
limitations. From these limitations is time limitation,
time should be a specified period and within a current
reproduction plan not within an unlimited-time plan.
In case of surplus fertilized oocytes, they should
receive no medical care till their lives are ended
normally according to all evidences and juristic rules.
It is acceptable to use cryopreserved oocytes in
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medical studies within shari‘ah controls. It is also
acceptable to use IVF another time for a couple as
per sharia'h controls and conditions. However, it is
not permitted to use IVF using husband's sperms
after his death.

Keywords: Juristic provisions, cryopreserved
oocytes, fertilization, cryopreserved embryos, sperms
bank, artificial insemination, in vitro fertilization
(IVF).
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