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Abstract

Political participation and political legitimacy have widespread reflection in
Shiite Figh as the relation between them reveals the approach of Shiite thought
towards political development. According to this research and points of
dissimilarities and similarities, people’s presence and will are the main stream-
making of the realization of religious government. This kind of government is
for the masses of people and is not allocated to a special group. Considering
Imam’s speech in Nahjolbalaghe and the pattern of Alevism governance, a
principle is put forward and it is that the legitimacy of religious government
must necessarily be divine and be through God‘s ordainment. People will also
have great role in the realization of this government or its continuity with their
participation. Analyzing differences and similarities of participation and
legitimacy in Alevi Government, we would consider people’s participation as
acceptability guarantee of a legitimate political system. Hence, acceptability and
people’s participation are the complement factors but not legitimacy-offering
factor of a political system because in Alevism government the legitimacy-
offering factor is the divine ordainment. In spite of this, these two essential
concepts are inseparable and indispensable in a comparative study. Also, in this
treatise our emphasis is on comparative study between legitimacy and
participation in Imam Ali’s Speech in Nahjolbalaghe, alignment necessity, and
its practical- semantic accompanying in religious democracy system position.
Regarding these issues, researcher has dealt with the direct relation between
participation and legitimacy.

Key Words: Political Participation, Political Legitimacy, Political Thought,
Nahjol balaghe, Religious Democracy
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