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1-Cylc (2005) Classifications and Description of Parents Who Commit
Filicide: Despite the knowledge and organization that has been gained from
largescale and individual case studies, filicide still remains an unthinkable
offense. Cases where mothers (or fathers) kill their children continue to
shock communities and even nations when they occur, especially in the
cases where there are multiple victims and seemingly no salient reason for
the offense. Studies of filicidal men and women have revealed several
groups, patterns, and risk factors and, while prediction is still extremely
difficult, a general awareness of the possibility of these offenses under
certain circumstances by both mothers and fathers will help clinicians and
families identify and hopefully prevent at least some of these murders in the
future.

2- Dominique Bourget, MD, Jennifer Grace, MA, and Laurie Whitehurst,
PhD (2007): A Review of Maternal and Paternal Filicide: Filicide, the
murder of a child by a parent, is a multifaceted phenomenon with various
causes and characteristics. This review of the existing literature delineates
the present state of knowledge regarding filicide and illustrates similarities
and differences between offenses perpetrated by mothers and by fathers. The
importance of numerous reports of an association between filicide and
parental pre-existing psychiatric disorders is compounded by indications that
a significant number of homicidal parents come to the attention of
psychiatrists or other health professionals before the offense occurs. As
prevention implies the recognition of causes involved in particular
situations, a better understanding of potentially fatal parental/familial
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dynamics leading to filicide could facilitate the identification of risk and
enable effective intervention strategies.

3- Tony Ward (1999): The Sad Subject OfInfanticide: Law, Medicine and
child Murder, 1860—1938: The (English) Infanticide Act 1922 created a
partial defence to murder for a woman who killed her newly born child
while the balance of her mind was disturbed as a result of giving birth. Prior
to the Act, psychiatric defences were comparatively rare where the victim
was new-born. Only in 1938 was the law extended to cover cases where the
mother was likely to be diagnosed as suffering from puerperal or lactational
insanity. The relationship between law and medical knowledge underlying
this legislation is too complex to be captured by a simple notion of
‘medicalization’, and in some respects fits better with the account of
law/science relations offered by autopoiesis theory. That theory, however, is
much less satisfactory in its view of the role of lay knowledge and morality
in the development and application of the law.
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ABSTRACT

In the Iranian penal system, due to the criminal policy of Islam, the father
and paternal grandfather are exempted from retaliation if the child is killed,
so that anyone who knowingly and intentionally commits another murder
will be retaliated, unless the parent retaliates if the child is killed. Here, the
meaning of the father's father and paternal grandfather is as high as possible.
Filicide involves the murder of a fetus, infant, child or adult. Due to the
vulnerability and dependence of children on their parents, the importance of
addressing the issue is doubled. In this crime, the father, paternal or maternal
ancestor, under the influence of a series of causes and factors with different
motives, commits the crime and reacts against the perpetrators in accordance
with each society according to its specific circumstances. Psychological and
social causes and factors such as parental mental illness, accidental
homicide, environmental stress, economic factors, cultural conflict, etc. play
a role in committing homicide. Criminal and non-criminal prevention can
also be mentioned to prevent Filicide. In the case of criminal prevention, we
can mention the enactment of special deterrent laws and criminalization
regarding Filicide and the correct and principled and non-discriminatory
execution of punishments. Regarding non-criminal prevention, we can
mention psychological autopsy, early screening and identification of mental
illnesses, etc.

Keyword: Legal analysis, criminological analysis, Filicide, Iranian law

Gt g pale oltngh 1o (@) olpl oode SLLI L 51 (VTAOAIE )l ) ARV 5 )les & (5,5kd eliions epsle & 159) lsl 53 olyslousy si 5l Colio 5 oS eams sl 5 doasbinbl dnoslii delil s o &bl &b 5 S jos ol & (oo i

ol Gt by e Sl e 5 ilsd il 5 o] s oMol § Sl g (VTFA) (ot yb g olaiae (oo 5| Culon 98 BL 1 5 oidghs 5 e cdipnl soode Glacdan sl ks 5 sl Boim JolS Sule, b T 5l oolial 5 00 wald (STl ol Sledlol



Roshdiyeh Higher Education Institute, Tabriz

Department of Low

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Master of
Laws (LL.M.)

Title

Legal and criminological study of Filicide in Iran

Supervisor

Salar Sadeghi Ph.D.

Advisor

Keyvan Heydar Nezhad Ph.D.

Writer

Neda Najafian Mehrabad

Jun 2022

Gt g pale oltngh 1o (@) olpl oode SLLI L 51 (VTAOAIE )l ) ARV 5 )les & (5,5kd eliions epsle & 159) lsl 53 olyslousy si 5l Colio 5 oS eams sl 5 doasbinbl dnoslii delil s o &bl &b 5 S jos ol & (oo i
ool 505 Logs o iy ilsd b s o] gam oMol 5 SBLUL5 (VWFA) laie i g elaias o llse 5| Culas ol &L 5 5 cingh 3 ob)sel sconds slaan sl b 5 sl Goim ol cule, b o 5l oolicial 5 oad wal s (STl ol ol Sledll



