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ABSTRACT
Rights of the Accused in Investigations in the Iranian Laws and International human

Rights Documents
Compiled by: Mr. Saeid KHEDRVEYSI

Reviewing the Iranian domestic laws, rules and regulations in the course of history and its
comparison with international documents governing the rights of the accused, specially during
investigations, makes it clear that lawmakers of Iranian Constitution have paid attention to
international commitments and responsibilities of Iran in the rights of the accused and
according to the requirements specified in international documents on human rights.
However, they have not followed, in several cases, the standards of human rights when
making ordinary laws. The rights of the accused in the domestic laws have faced ups and
downs due to diverse social, political and economic conditions. The governments have mostly
supported public laws when it becomes inconsistent with personal rights and have used the
criminal proceedings as a means for ignoring personal rights and freedom of the accused.
They have, then, tried to make a balance between personal rights and public laws upon
handling crisis and critical conditions .

Applicable laws for the rights of the accused during investigations are in some cases
inadequate and in some cases contrary to the recognized international rules governing on
receiving fair trial and also international commitments of Iran. It seems that adaptation of new
criminal proceedings will remove inadequacies and contraries to the main extent.

This research takes advantages of descriptive and analytical research methodology and
information has been gathered by library research methods. Chapter 1 of the research
discusses some general issues. In chapter 2, basic rights of the accused during investigation
such as prohibition of torture, explaining the charges, right to silence, right of the accused for
being silent and protection from arbitrary detention have been discussed and chapter 3 focuses
on ancillary rights of the accused such as right to have a lawyer, right to have a free-of-charge
translator, right to contact with out of prison and necessity for compensation of innocent
detainees in domestic and international laws.

KEYWORDS: Rights of the accused — Investigations — International Documents — Criminal

Proceedings — Human Rights.
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1 —universal declaration of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

2- International covenant of civil and political rights
3- Convention on the rights of the child
4- European convention of human rights
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1- United nation standard minimum rules for non — custodial measures( The Tokyo rules. )

2- Standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners

3- Body of principles for the protection of all persons under any form of detention or imprisonment

4- Basic principles for the treatment of prisoners

5- Basic principles on the role of lawyers , Eighth united nations congress on the prevention of crime
and the treatment of offenders.
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