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Abstract

Research Institute of Emam Khomeini and Islamic Revolution

Level: Master of arts
Educational Field and Discipline: Religious Jurisprudence
Title of Thesis: The following study seeks to analyze the legal and juridical essentials of the
Emam Khomeini’s juristic opinion based on permission for sex- reassignment.
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The following study seeks to analyze the legal and juridical essentials of the Emam Khomeini’s

juristic opinion based on permission for sex- reassignment. In this respect and for the purpose of this
dissertation, introduction is consisted of definition, importance, necessity and background of topic. In
addition, some concepts like gender identity, gender identity disorder and the issue of sex-
reassignment in its entirety will be addressed. In legal point of view, the precedent of different
countries in this regard will be assessed. In related to the legitimacy and illegitimacy of it, reference
is made to the doctrines in favor and against of sex-reassignment surgery. In continuance, the effect
of sex-reassignment on the legal and criminal rights and obligations including worship, marriage,
dowry, authority, family titles, inheritance, penalties and blood money will be considered. In brief, it
should be noted

that shia jurists in all admit the permission for sex-reassignment in physical hermaphrodite’s state
but in respect of the trans- sexual state, there are a vide range of ideas which vary from absolute
legitimacy to absolute prohibit. On the other part, Sunni jurists give permission for reassignment
surgery only in physical hermaphrodite’s state and surgery in trans-sexual state is regarded forbidden.
In general, trans-sexual state in medical is considered rather a disease and rationally every sick
person is entitled to be treated. Hence, it is concluded that sex- reassignment surgery in the
mentioned group, in comparison with the usual persons that their physical and mental states are
compatible and surgery may bring for them irretrievable physical and mental damages, should be
recognized.

Key words: sexuality, sexual identity, sexual identity disorder, physical Hermaphrodite.
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