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Abstract

A consensus fatwa among jurisprudents is that a menopause woman or a minor one, does not
have to observe the waiting period (Iddah) for remarry even if insertion has taken place. There is a
tradition in this regard stating that there is no waiting period for a women who does not become
pregnant or is like her.

There are other women who are referent of the above tradition, i.e. they do not become
pregnant like a woman who does not have a womb: a woman whose womb has been removed through
surgery or who has been sterilized (her fallopian tubes have been blocked). According to the fatwa of
almost all jurisprudents if such women through a proper marriage contract get insertion should
observe the waiting period for remarriage. But it seems that based on the generality of the reason, i.e.
not becoming pregnant or the like that is mentioned in the tradition, they should not observe waiting
period. Hence the tradition stating that “there is no waiting period for them”, a woman who cannot
become pregnant, like menopause or due to any other reason, is not bound to observe the waiting
period. But if a woman is prone to pregnancy and is aware of that but in one intercourse does not
become pregnant and semen does not mix with her ovule, she is not a subject of the said tradition and
must observe the waiting period. The main reason of this research for arguing that it is not obligatory
for women who do not become pregnant to observe waiting period is the Mohammad ibn Muslim’s
hassaneh that states “they do not become pregnant like her”.

Keywords: Requirement, pregnancy, waiting period, menopause, mixing of sperm and ovule
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