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2 Human Cloning: A position paper, Florida Catholic Conference, available at: www. flacathconf.org
# Catholic Church condemns cloning human beings, August 23, 2004, available at: www.dailytimes.com.pk
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Abstract

In spite of introducing cloning, also known as unnatural none-sexual
reproduction, as a new phenomenon, it should be noted that cloning has been
happening since the beginning of life on Earth, and it has played a major role in
creature’s reproduction, especially in agriculture. Nevertheless, human cloning is
one of the new experimental sciences and is considered a challenge in current
century, preoccupying the minds of theologues, philosophers, and scientists of
various fields. Some moral advocates protest against cloning because of the
possible physical issues and the disturbance in common law that it can create;
Some other religious believers use the claim of interfering in creation and
opposition against God’s unity as an excuse to discredit this science. Although
human beings are just means of creation and God is the absolute reason for
existence, Shia jurisconsults take four different stances towards this subject.
Some believe in absolute authorization and some others in absolute prohibition.
Some believe it is not prohibited in its nature but it is in case of secondary order,
and at last, some believe in limited authority for this act. In this article, for reasons
that will be mentioned later on, the opinion of the last group will be discussed.
Regarding the cloned human being’s legal and religious rights, confirming the
relatives is the main issue. The cloned relations are connected to his blood related
parents, because relation isn’t a phenomenon bound by religion but a common
social conduct. Whoever that are considered the cloned parents by social conducts
will be known as his real parents, and social conducts usually consider the people
who has raised a person as his parents unless it is proven otherwise. The integrity
of this claim is decided by voting in the supreme court and their definition of
common relations and illegitimate child. If the cell nucleus donner is a male, he
will be considered as the cloned father and the donner of the emptied ovum is in
any case the cloned mother. Wherever the relations of the cloned are confirmable,
the rules of inheritance, will, alimony, custody, islam, apostasy, atonement,
punishment, and so on will be applied accordingly.

Key words: cloning - stem cells - inheritance - prohibition - Shia
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