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Abstract:

Crime of defamation is one of the most heinous crimes. It imperils the dignity and
honor of people. It produces serious damages and corrupt practices. In turn, the latter
tendsto imblalance social order and destroys values associated with justice. Inthelong
run, it develops feelings of hatred and contempt among various social groups.
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RESEARCH PROBLEM:

Crime of defaming others generates tension. In the present age, this crime is gaining momen-
tum. It is growing in publicity through the use of both modern and conventional resources. It has
reached to a climax point, as a negative phenomenon, threatening the security and solidarity of
modern communities.

RESEARCH IMPORTANCE:
The importance of the present dissertation stems from its close linkage to one of the objectives
that Islamic Shariaenshrines— integrity of human dignity and honor. No wonder, it is central to

human life as well. Regrettably, however, no adequate attention is given through academic re-
searches. The present dissertation will fill this serious gap.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: The present dissertation seeks to accomplish following objectives:
1. Introducing crime of defamation, its related verdict, motivations and resources,
2. Presenting standpoints of both Islamic Shariaand man — made laws on defamation crime;
3. Identifying repercussions stemming from defamation crime and its danger on individual and
society;




N

4. Exposition on legal provisions, operated at the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, that relate to the defa-
mation crime and penalty to its perpetrator; and

5. Presentation of academic and constructive solutions of pertinence assisting the control of this
phenomenon.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS: The present dissertations seek to address the following questions:
1. What is the concept of defamation crime? What is its verdict, motivations and resources?
2. What are the standpoint of Islamic Sharia and man i made laws on defamation crime?
3. What repercussions stem from defamation? To what extent, this poses danger on individual and
society?
4. What legal provisions, related to defamation crime, are operative at the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia?
5. What are the most conducive suggestions and recommendations that may control the phenomenon

of defamation?

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY: The present dissertation has used bi-dimensional methodology 3333
theoretical and applied. On the theoretical dimension, it has employed a root-oriented com-
parative deductive-descriptive approach. On the applied side, it has analyzed, in practical do-

main, fifteen cases on defamation related to criminal justice at the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

MAIN RESULTS: The present dissertation has offered following findings of salience:

1. Sharia verdict on defamation is divisible into three typologies. First is criminal defamation. Its
perpetrator isliablefor penalty. Second is punishable defamation. Its perpetrator isliablefor tazir
action. Third is permissible defamation. Its perpetrator receives neither penalty — had or tazir.

2. Defamation crime through computer (Internet or mobile) is too grave. However, its crimina is
hard to detect.

3. Islamic criminal legidlation strivesto ensure the integrity of human dignity by applying both kinds
of pertinent penalties— had or tazir.

4. Dangerousindicators on the variety and the rise of defamation crimesin Saudi society arevisible.
Thisisacause of growing concern.

5. Patterns of defamation in Saudi society, most widely — rampant, are in the form of messages
circulated among youth through mobiles or blueprints echnology.
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